nued from the previous page.

‘e, Mi1. Lyon and his col-
es have designed a 13-storey,
nit ‘market’ condo huilding
Columbia Street, with alow
-shaped 84-unit social hous-
ynplex around a courtyard
ing the block’s eastern edge
Manitoba,
‘ording to Mr. Lyon, the un-
g curtain wall on the west
idon of the market building
from developer Shahram
Uz interest in a wave-shaped
e on a Norman Foster mid-
pusing project in London. For
four through 11, a banding
iight glass railings run the
ing’s length along Columbia,
irved wall and balconies set
i them like cardboard corru-
18. The first three storeys are
cumbered by balconies, glass
ng sidewalk in a sinuous
v down the block.
flacking the conviction of its

own organic forms, the building is
topped by something quite differ-
ent - a half dozen penthouses ar-
raved like squared-off country club
mansions. These, plus the idea of
putting the highest towers on the
western portion of the block came
from all-powerful marketing con-
sultant Bob Rennie’s “Big View, Big
Price” philosophy, says Mr. Lyon.
Views to the west ave prized most
of all, even though this means the
family-oriented social housing
courtyard next door will temain in
shadow when most used — late
afternoons and early evenings.

Everyone had to give a bitto
make this project happen. Accord-
ing to Mr. Lyon, for Millennium it
was their obligation to use double-
loaded housing corridors (they sel-
dom build these elsewhere) for the
mid-rise, though each end is open
to natural light and breezes, in
good sustainable fashion.

The architecture of plans and
elevations is very different for the

5

Everyone had to give
a bit to make this
project happen.

eastern and western sides of this
corridor. The eastern half of the
building is un-curved, just afewof
the units closest to 1st Avenue 1o-
tated out of alignment a few de-
grees, allowing sliver views to the
North Shore mountains, and pre-
venting these from becoming
hard-to-sell ‘dogunits’ at the least
desirable corner. To be sure, the
design reconciliation of four quite-
different elevations is a tough ar-
chitectural problem, but GBL has
not come close to solving it here,
Working within strict B.C. Hous-
ing guidelines, the social housing
block adjacent is more even-hand-
ed, and in its mandated simplicity,
maore archifecturally successful.

Larger family apartments are
ringed arocund the courtyard, with
smaller suites in the block along
Manitoba, this wing cladinared
brick. This cladding, plus the frit-
ted glass panels planned for the
rest of the structure are of a higher
standard than typical for Vancou-
ver social housing — compliments
to developer and architect for do-
ing this. The only slip hereisa
curving lobby, a hiccup passed on
from its confused neighbour.

Dull condo towers downtown
and now the over-prescribed mid-
rises of South Hast Palse Creek are
demonstrations of how Vancouver
is failing to spark artful city-build-
ing and innovative architectuze,
The reason for this — at design
panel, at city council, in the offices
of planners, developers and de-
signers — is because a culture of
mere sufficiency has prevailed over
a culture of true excellence.

thaddy@globeandmail.com
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