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Hook Yourself Up To
Tracking Device
 In case you keel over in the desert
BY TALIA VELI
Have you ever felt like
escaping your mundane life by
hopping on a motorcycle and
biking down to Baja? Well a
guy named Jon did just that;
he started in Colorado and
decided to ride to Mexico,
down through Baja, then take
a ferry to the mainland of
Mexico and keep on truckin

ing them you made it and
you’re fine. That is assuming
you have 10 people in your
life who care about where you
are and if you are safe.
You can also create a custom message to your friends
and family by letting them
know you’re okay, and combine it with your track

down to South America. If
you’re interested in his trip,
just go to the webpage
www.profundoenel.wordpress
.com and click “current location” on the right side to see
where he is. He has an awesome gadget called Spot Satellite GPS Messenger which
tells the whole world where
he is.
This gadget can track
your progress on your motorcycle, or hiking, biking,
fishing, or hunting trips. You
can also use it to call for help
in emergencies, even where
there is no cell phone service.

progress feature so people
can actually see where you
are online.
To participate, you have
to create a Spot adventurers
account at www.spotad
ventures.com/. Joining is free
and you can upload pictures
of your trip, find adventures
to embark upon, or create
your own adventures. Friends
and family can see your
progress and pictures online
while you’re traveling.
Joining the website is free,
but buying the Spot gadget
costs a pretty penny. The
crème de la crème

Their coverage comes from
satellites in the sky, and is not
dependent on terrestrial relay towers
Its also includes a “check
in/ok” feature so when you
get to a pre programmed location, the GPS will send an
email to 10 contacts inform-

“Earthmate PN-60w SE with
SPOT Satellite Communicator” is on sale for a limited
time sale price $460 U.S.
(Reg. $699.95), but you can
also find other Spot messengers starting from $170. Annual service plans include the
“SOS” (emergency service),
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“help” (non-life threatening),
“Check-in”, “Custom message”, “Facebook”, “Twitter”, “Geocaching.com”, and
“Spot adventures” for $99.
Additional services include
“Track progress” for $50 a
year, “Type and send” (text
messages) $50 for 500 messages, and “GEOS member
rescue benefit” (you can upgrade to GEOS for reimbursement of $100K in
Search and Rescue ex- life saving gadget that can And after a few days of standpenses. Those guys charge to give you, your family, and ing there with his arm stuck in
a rock, he took out his jack
knife and sawed his arm off,
and hiked out? True story.
Well, if he had had Spot back
then, he would have his arm
today.
Better go to http://
www.findmespot.com/en/
index.php and click on
“where to buy” on the top
right corner, because, Bunky,
you don’t have the stones to
saw off your right arm with a
come out to get you!) for $13 friends’ peace of mind. Re- jack knife. You would stand
a year.
member that guy who was there sniffling until you died.
It may sound expensive, hiking alone and he got his You can find a retailer on the
but if you’re a thrill seeker on arm caught between two website, or you can choose
land, air, or water, this is a rocks and couldn’t pull it out? to buy it online. 
PAID ADVERTISEMENT

So Is Any Real Estate
Selling Around Here?

 A little bit, here’s one development that’s
selling A little bit, here’s one development
that’s selling
BY BILL DING
Ventanas means windows in Spanish. It also
seems to mean marketing,
as there are no fewer than
three projects named
Ven-tanas in and around
Los Cabos. We’re talking here about the full
ownership stand alone
homes built up the hill behind Costco. It’s a great
view from up there.
The collection of two
and three bedroom
homes first came on the
market several years ago
and sold well. Then the
market took it’s dump,
and Ventanas sales, like
every development, came
to a screeching halt. But
Ventanas did something
most developments have
been unwilling to do:
They dropped their
prices. A lot. They’re selling in a second phase
now, and the homes are
a little bit different, so it’s
hard to compare exactly,
but the second phase has
great homes for at least
$150,000 less for a comparable value, and they
have just introduced
ocean view condos from
$145,000. Of course this
doesn’t make the early
buyers in the first phase
very happy, especially the
ones who need to sell

now, and they’re competing
with the second phase for
buyers who are snapping
homes up for less than what
the first phase paid for their
home several years ago.
But that’s life these days,
and Ventanas homeowners
we talked to weren’t blaming the developer. In fact,
homeowners we talked to
were pretty happy. And we
were there on annual
homeowner’s meeting day,
where other HOAs are firing
bullets at each other, these
folks were all getting along.
HOA fees are only about
$200 a month, not bad for all
the amenities you get: A stateof-the-art gym, heated pools
& Jacuzzis, a Deli, a Business
Center and the landscaping
services.
The guard gated community looks very, very attractive as you drive in. Notice
we gave it two varies.
Maybe it looks so nice because the homeowners association is responsible for
keeping up the maintenance
of all the front yards as well
as the common areas. We
were told that many of the
homes were bought by foreigners who are not always
here, so they could not be expected to keep up the appearance of their yards.
Problem solved with the

HOA doing the yard work.
There are also HOA rules
about parking cars and
keeping dogs on leashes,
the usual rules that drive
some people crazy. Until
they pay a lot of money for
a nice neighborhood and
then watch it slide into a
slum within a few years.
Won’t
happen
at
Ventanas.
The homes have first
class finishings, with granite and stainless steel kitchens, marble floors, and
some even have swimming
pools up on their roofs.
They all have private BBQ
areas. Some of the homes
have garages and the rest
have car ports. There is a
wonderful clubhouse, first
class, and a small deli that
will make you a light
breakfast or lunch. The
pool is large and affords a
great view.
So if you need or want
a home here, you can’t go
wrong with Ventanas, better hustle over there before
the real estate market
comes back and the prices
go back up. Now is the
time to buy. Their website
is only somewhat helpful,
you’re going to have to
drive out there to get a feeling for it. www.
ventanasresidences.com.
624 104 3775. Drive up
the road that goes up the hill
across from the Pemex on
the fourlane. Keep going.
Further. Keep going. When
you think you’ve gone too
far you will see a sign on
your left indicating you need
to go a little further. You’re
almost there. Like we said,
it’s a great view from up
there. 

