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Big-name architects are all the rage in condo development.
Now what will thev do for Vancouver? ev LAUREL wELLMAN

Sometime in the past d.ecader"vancouverism" became one of the ciry's n-iosr
' - - . L l o  -  ^  l p T r , t l e s l , e l e L o r  s o f c o n  ^ ' o '  v o . o r ' ' '  i l r l r L r  e  _ . o r . s o f

F  l ^ p _ r - p l , :  l r e r e ' 1 .  1 , - b a n p l  I n l  . . .  o . e . y , v l  e r e \ v  n ^ . 1  r o l r r o n , h o A r ' , . , C O r l d l t . i _ . B . r i g l  r .

density living to their own downtowr-rs.

B r . r  , l h i l e i r ' s b e e n p x  ) o r i n p n l a r r , i n q c x r r p r - l  i s e  r . e . r  p r  l r r q r  
' r  

t r r r i . \ / p d a r e e i n , o e  l i n f l r r v" ' ' '  , ' r -  '  t r , . .  .  t ' . , t .

o [ q r . ,  r " h i r p c  r .  e , O " . s  r r o .  h a  L o w n l o A n w . r l  o ' g . ' - - n ; l a s . , o w . r .  i .  r i 1 < i r r g f l o i - a d ' s
' r i  ' a  n '  c t r ' t l  -  r  .  r i  - , _  ,  , n o q : a t r a t n r t . t  i e  : r , u d i < 1  : - ^  r . L  I  ^ .  Il r r  - .  u p  L U > r .  r u u ;  L ,  r u  u l  l L b  u r L l p u L  c r  t  u L r t  u  . r  . .  . r  . .  .  L t  B u t 5  c u  t t u

i n [ ,  ' r . ' h . . a . o r d .  .  1 1  - c h i  . ' s u s p l o d e s c " i l , e - ]  e n _ .  r . c i o n i f j r r r .  l "  s t . r r - - , n g .

Hong Kong's Chek Lap Kok
Airport  was designed by U.K.

archi tect  Norman Foster .  Next ,
Jameson House in Vancouver.
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:i, STYLE + substance

Top: The Mil lennium Bridge ( left) and
British Museum Great Court (right) by

Norman Foster. Bottom: The Chatham,
in New York by A.M. Stern.

T L ^ F  - ^ , ,  L ^  ^ L ^ . , .  - t  
e h : n s pU g  a U U U L  L U  ! r r u . , 6 L ,

"What we've noticed is rhe develop-
ers who are comingto us are not look-
i n o  f n r  m : i n q t r o a m  q n l r r r i n r c "  c : r z c

architer-r Ma-k Ostnr nf \/ancouver's

Ac ron  Os tn r  A rch i t pe tq  "Thp r r ' r c

, , - i - -  i ^ ^ ; ^ *uslnB oesrgn as an opportunrry to
disLinguish what rhey're doing."

Ava" r t  parde  cnrdn  rowers?  Not_ _ ' * _ _ ' b * ' * '

n 1  1 i 1 - p - 1 1  1 1  1 l p  d o q i m  h a r  :-  ___-__ __- .b_ ._* -  - tppears  Lo
be r ising. On a recenr Sarurday.
wor r ld -he  h t tver .  f lneked to  the

U n  ' n n  n ^  - -  - ^ - 1 y 6  1 1 7 l p 7 pJ O r r l C J U r l  i  l u u J g  J d l c J  L q l L - ^ - ,  . . - . _ . _

wooden floor-plan models were taste-
fu11y kitted out with tiny Le Corbusier
chaises and miniature, monochrome

renderings of classic modern art.
The big-name archirecr behind this striking new tower is Norman

Foster-rhe Pritzker Prize-winning modernist more famousiy
-psnnn<rhlp fnr nrnipers l ike London's Mil lennium Bridoe. Hono
Konq's Chek T.an Knk airport and the Great Court at the British
Museum. Meanwhile West Vancouver's forthcoming Water's Edge
is the work of Robert A.M. Stern. whose previous projects include
two Euro Disney hotels and the town of Celebration, Florida. And
Arthur Erickson, who needs no introduction, has designed a sinu-
ous condo tower that will soon rise on Concord Pacific Place.

Nnr pvcnrnrp is imrrcs5gd. Architecr John Patkarr. nn adn irer

of many of the ciry's condo towers, says rheir developers are using

cp lehr in /  a reh i r  ee+s  nor  f rom concern  w i th

a t t a l i n r  h r r t  a s  a  m a r k p t i n o  s r r a r p m / .  " \ n / h 2 r

Lhev're doins is hir inp a-chirects who essen_ _ ' ' J  _ '  " - " ' b ' -  " "  . . ' b  * _ " ' '

r i a l l r r  h a v o  h p e n m c  e n m m n d i t i o <  h r e n d c "

S t i l l  i t ' c e n n d n n r r r r h a c o r -  . l / ^ . ' 1 " ^ - - ' . -! u l r u u l J u r L r r d J c L D _  o r r q d u y  d L L u 5 .

tomed to the kind of perk inflation that's made
f e a r r  r r e s  l i k p  o r a n i t p  a n r  r n r p r t . n q  c r e n . l a r r - l  i n

new developments-who will decide if rhey're
wil l ingto pay a premium forbig-name bui ld-
i n o q  A n d  d e q n i t c  t h t r  - r r r r t a r i ^ -  r c n i v n - i n n -u l u P r L r  o J P i r  a L l u t l J

impliedwhen sales materials describe a new
e nndn dcr rp  nnmpnr  2q  a  " "o l lec f  

ion"  o f  
" fes -

i d o n r p c  
"  

i  h o  n r  r p c t i n n  r o m r i - - .  ^ - d  r L ^ ' ,  l i l  - ^
L r l c  y u q J L l u r l  r c l r r a r r r D .  o r  q  L r r q y  t r n u -

l r r  to  f ind  thp  imnr imar r r r  n f  r  tnn  areh i tce t

t rnqr  r rPq r r l  l r r  : r t  f r  r l  de< jon l

T n  c n m c  - r c F c  \ / o c  - - r ' . ^ - 1 "  - - l '
r o J \ o r  J L r ,  f u J  L d r r  d L t u d l t . y  L c t l

t hc rp  i c  a  n r r : l i n r  d i f f e ronep  i n  t hp  l a r r n r r t "

sarrs TTRC asqis ' : : t  nrnfecs616f 2ychi tectufe

Ol iverNerrnarn "Ynrr  oei  a decent archi tect

and they know how ro design a box rhar might

even work." Neumann, who's been shopping for a condo of his own,
q : t l q n r n q n p e r i r r e h r r r z c r c q l ^ ^  l I  - ^ "  - - - _ - ' : _ -  - ^  n ^ ' r  n l e n c  c n e e ov c  u u J c r D  D r t u u r u  p d y  d L L g l l t t u l l  L U  I I U U r  y r d r r D ,  o | J a L (

and f l  ex ib i l  i rv  a -e he1 i  p/  va '  I  r t r  rha n l -  ish-end f j r ishes,  Envis ion the" " *  " _ . ' ' - " " J

exposure of the bui lding and the unir you're considering careful ly,
he advises; sales materials may depict mountainviews, but on a lower
f loor "vou p.et to look into the car dpalp-qh'n aernss rf ig 51ygg1."_ _ - " _  J  . - - .  b ' '  . '  ' - " "

A s  r r c t  h i o - n a m e  e r e h i r c e t c  h e r r o  m e d e  n n l r r  r  c m e l l  i m n : r r  n n  t h o_ ' -  J  - "  - ' b

city. "We're not goingto have the qualiry of architecture in Vancouver
inc-ease nve-n'shf.":ores Ostnr Sri  l  i r 's rnr 'nen-Ceivab.le that! -  '  ' " " b " "

one dav  "Vancot tver ism -  -^ '  : '  ^ -  ^  r ra iser r rn r lh r r- - - -  * * J  ' ' . . - - . .  r r r a y  L u t t l t u l U  r t u L  J u > L  d  F _ . ' _ _ -  . - . - - - . ,

cityscape but praiseworthy buildings too. lI
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