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I  RICHMOND I

Surrey woman gets three-year 
driving ban in death of highway worker 
A young Surrey woman who struck and killed a

highway worker in Richmond in 2003 has been giv-
en a 15-month conditional sentence. 

Sukhmani Kaur Gill, 22, will serve five months
under house arrest, and another five months under
curfew for the accidental death of Surrey resident
George Ellis in 2003. 

She will be prohibited from driving for three
years, and must serve 100 hours of community ser-
vice. 

The sentence was handed down Friday in Rich-
mond provincial court. 

“I’m glad it was not as harsh as a jail sentence,”
said Ellis’s widow, Janette Ellis. “I hold no malice
toward Miss Gill. She made a bad decision.” 

George Ellis, a Mainroad Contracting worker, had
been called out to Richmond in the early hours of
April 18, 2003 to set up a road diversion on Highway
91 near the Knight Street Bridge when the accident
occurred. Ironically, he had set up the diversion after
fatal crash earlier that morning. 

Nelson Bennett, Richmond News 

I  VANCOUVER I

Brothers arrested after manure dumped
in front of Emerson’s Kingsway office

Two teenaged brothers from New Westminster were
arrested early Monday in connection with vandalism
at the constituency office of MP David Emerson, the
Liberal candidate who defected to the Conservative
cabinet.

The men, aged 18 and 19, were chased and caught at
about 1 a.m. after officers on patrol saw two men dump-
ing manure in front of the MP’s office in the 2100-block
of Kingsway.

A sign placed on the manure pile said, “David Emer-
son is full of it,” and “Face the Voters” was spray-paint-
ed on the front of the building, said Vancouver police
spokesman Const. Howard Chow.

The brothers were given a court appearance notice
and released shortly after their arrest. Their identities
have not been released because Crown counsel has yet
to approve charges.

Chow said the two will likely face charges of mischief.
Emerson’s decision to jump to the Conservatives just

days after his election as a Liberal has sparked public
protests, including a sit-in at his office.

Doug Ward, Vancouver Sun

NEWS UPDATE 

Woman begins journey to raise
awareness on ‘Highway of Tears’

PRINCE RUPERT | With a single measured step, Florence Naziel
began a journey to raise awareness of a brutal legacy of mur-
dered and missing women along a stretch of northern high-
way.

“I’m happy to do something in honour of all these miss-
ing women and the families,” said Naziel, who kicked off a
week-long walk from Prince Rupert to Terrace along the so-
called Highway of Tears Saturday. 

Naziel was joined by several members of her family,
including her cousin, Tom Chipman, whose daughter Tama-
ra disappeared outside the local industrial park in Septem-
ber.

She was one of nine women who have vanished or been
murdered along that stretch of highway in the last 16 years.

“My heart goes out to all the other families of victims, I
know how they feel because I feel a personal pain,” Naziel
said.

Tamara’s aunt, Gladys Radek, also flew up from Vancouver
to accompany Naziel.

“I’m going to honour my niece Tamara, I love that girl . . .
she’s my family . . .  we’re going to get some answers, that’s
what I feel.”

The highway’s growing reputation also convinced Naziel’s
sister, Betty Joseph, to join her on the walk.

“I didn’t want her to be alone,” said Joseph. “I hope just to
be with her, support her and help her out.”

Prince Rupert Daily News

Public being misled about allegations
connected to raid, media lawyers claim

VANCOUVER | Lawyers for the media say the public is being
misled about allegations connected to the 2003 raid on the
B.C. legislature and argue that’s why the court should release
the warrant information used in the corruption trial of three
men. 

The special prosecutor hired for the case and defence
lawyers rarely agree, but they were unanimous in opposing
the media application. 

Special prosecutor Bill Berardino told B.C. Supreme Court
Justice Elizabeth Bennett the ban is needed to protect against
the public making its own decision before the trial is com-
plete. 

He said releasing the information “rep-
resents a real risk to the Crown process and
a public trial.” 

Michael Bolton, the lawyer for accused
Dave Basi, had other concerns. 

“I choose to emphasize the risk of taint-
ing witnesses,” he argued before the judge. 

Basi and his brother-in-law Bob Virk,
both former government ministerial assis-
tants, face charges of accepting a bribe,
influence peddling, breach of trust and two
counts of fraud over $5,000.  

Basi’s cousin, Aneal Basi, has been charged with two
counts of laundering money. 

A brief summary of heavily edited search warrant infor-
mation released earlier alleged that Dave Basi and Virk trad-
ed government inside information on the privatization of B.C.
Rail for job recommendations with the federal Liberal gov-
ernment. 

Heather McConchie, a lawyer for CBC and City TV, said
outside court that it’s that lack of information that is mis-
leading the public about the case. 

“I think there’s an incomplete picture about what the sto-
ry is about and what the charges are about,” she said.  

“The information that’s been made public is only relating
to half the story.”

Canadian Press

BASI

C
oncrete will be poured for
the first segment of the
Canada Line tunnel later
this week or next week as

work on the $2-billion rapid transit
project begins to hit its stride.

A giant tunnel-boring machine
that will burrow under downtown
Vancouver from Second Avenue to
Waterfront Station is due to arrive
this spring and should be in the
ground by June.

“We’re  pretty  wel l  into i t ,”
InTransitBC public affairs vice-
president Steve Crombie said Mon-
day. InTransitBC is the company
being used by SNC Lavalin and its
partners to build the Canada Line.

Concrete forms have been built
near 29th Avenue in the massive
trench being dug along Cambie
Street and the first tunnel segment
will be poured “when the time is
right and the weather is cooperat-
ing,” probably within days, Crom-
bie said.

When the concrete sets it will
shrink slightly and the forms will be
pulled forward for the next seg-
ment, and so on. The process is
called a construction train.

At Second Avenue on the west
side of the Cambie Street Bridge,
“the tunnel entry pit is being exca-
vated right now,” Crombie said.

“We’re expecting the tunnel-bor-
ing machine to arrive here in late
April, early May. They’ll finish
assembling it and hopefully it will
be in the ground by June.”

The machine will be assembled
on the site and will likely be given
a name and christened with a bot-
tle of champagne before it descends
into the hole and starts burrowing
northward.

On south Cambie, between 54th
Avenue and Marine Drive, traffic
will be diverted around the end of
this month to the west side of Cam-
bie to allow construction to begin
on the east side. By early July, Cam-
bie from King Edward to the Fraser
River will have traffic on the west
side only.

In Richmond, the dedicated bus
lanes on No. 3 Road have been
closed to allow work to begin there
and the B-Line buses are now shar-
ing space with regular traffic. Utili-
ty relocation work starts in the next
few days along No. 3 Road between
Granville Avenue and Westminster
Highway, where a major hydro duct,
among other utilities, has to be
moved.

Utility relocation has also started
in the Bridgeport area of Richmond,
and pile-driving will begin soon in
the north and middle arms of the
Fraser River for Canada Line
bridges.

The first concrete section of the
elevated guideway for the above-
ground portion of the line was
poured last week. Preliminary work
is also being done on Davie Street
between Hamilton and Pacific in
Vancouver, where the Yaletown Sta-
tion will be located.

Utility relocation, pile-driving
and column construction have
begun on Sea Island, the site of Van-
couver International Airport.

And in case you were wondering,
“Yes, we’re on schedule,” Crombie
said.

bboei@png.canwest.com

RAPID TRANSIT I Construction is on schedule as concrete
is ready to pour and tunnel boring will begin soon

CANADA LINE

T H E  D A I L Y S P E C I A L

AHEAD, THE DAILY SPECIAL LOOKS AT:

BILL BOEI
VANCOUVER SUN

IAN SMITH/VANCOUVER SUN

Workers lay concrete reinforcing bars on the foundation floor near Cambie and 29th. The orange
structures are forms for the tunnels that the trains will run in. 

PETER BATTISTONI/VANCOUVER SUN

With snow-crusted North Shore Mountains for a
spectacular backdrop, a couple and their dog enjoy the
sunshine during a walk on one of Richmond’s dikes.       

WARD PERRIN/VANCOUVER SUN

David Emerson’s Kingsway office was vandalized overnight Sunday with graffiti and manure.



B3✰WESTCOAST NEWS THE VANCOUVER SUN,  TUESDAY,  MARCH 14, 2006

Workers at GM Place quarantined four hours
after suspicious white powder sent in letter
VANCOUVER | Vancouver police launched a criminal investi-

gation Monday night to find out who was responsible for
sending a letter that contained a quantity of suspicious white
powder and made reference to Canucks hockey player Todd
Bertuzzi.

The incident resulted in the closure of GM Place for four
hours, beginning at 4 p.m., and sent seven employees into
quarantine, as a specially equipped hazardous materials
team with the Vancouver fire department was called in.

The quarantine ended by 8 p.m. when test results showed
the substance not to be hazardous.

Const. Howard Chow of the Vancouver police department
said the powder was in an envelope along with a “letter that
made reference to Todd Bertuzzi.” Chow said he did not
know who the letter was addressed to.

The seven people quarantined were all in the room at the
time the letter was opened, Chow said.

The Vancouver Canucks hockey team was out of town
Monday, playing in Dallas against the Stars.

Jonathan Fowlie, Vancouver Sun

Vancouver should not resort to legislative
coercion to change use of rail corridor

Re: Business group lobbies to free rail corridor for develop-
ment, Feb. 28
Regarding Vancouver’s development plan for the Arbutus corri-
dor, it is disingenuous for deputy city manager Brent MacGre-
gor to claim that “all the rights and uses that [CPR] has put to
the land for the past 120 years are per-
mitted.”
It has been 50 years since the last B.C.
Electric interurban cars ran to Marpole
on this line. Does MacGregor think that
CPR plans to revive such a service and
compete against TransLink?
CPR’s use of the line has been to trans-
port freight to various industries along
the route. With the final shipment by rail
to the last on-line business in 2001,
this use came to an end.
Or is MacGregor suggesting that the city will rezone properties
along the line to permit new industries to locate there, and
thus potentially create new freight business for CPR? Of
course not, which makes his claim meaningless.
The fact is that CPR’s historic uses of the corridor have
expired. If the city wants to use it for other purposes, it should
be prepared to pay a reasonable price  for the land rather than
resort to legislative coercion. 

IAN SMITH
Coquitlam

LETTER OF THE DAY

Road rage believed responsible 
for fatal crash on Knight Street

VANCOUVER | Road rage appears to have triggered a fatal traf-
fic chain-reaction Friday that left a 48-year-old Surrey
woman dead and three others in the same car, including an
18-month-old baby, injured. It was the 12th traffic fatality of
the year, sharply up from three in the same period last year.

Vancouver police Const. Howard Chow said the incident
began with three vehicles heading north on Knight Street
from 41st Avenue

“They were involved in some sort of an altercation,” Chow
said. “The vehicles were jockeying [for position] as they
were travelling north.”

The fatal crash occurred four blocks further north.
“One of the three cars, when it gets to 37th Avenue, cross-

es the centre line, clips the deceased’s vehicle, which is head-
ing southbound, and causes this vehicle to spin out of con-
trol into the northbound lane and get broadsided by one of
the three original cars.”

He said police have spoken to all three drivers involved
in the beginning of the incident, but said no charges have
been laid yet. He would not release the identity of the dead
woman. Police are asking anyone who witnessed any part
of the incident to contact the collision investigation unit at
604-717-3012.

Maurice Bridge, Vancouver Sun 

Hearing begins for former doctor accused of
manslaughter and negligence in patient’s death 

ABBOTSFORD | The preliminary hearing for former Abbots-
ford doctor James Swanney began Monday at New West-
minster Supreme Court. The family doctor, who practised
medicine in Abbotsford for 17 years, is facing charges of
manslaughter and criminal negligence in connection to the
death of one of his patients. 

The hearing runs until Thursday. If the judge determines
there is enough evidence, he will order a trial. Swanney, 60,
has elected to appear before a judge and jury in that event. 

The charges are in relation to the May 2000 death of 20-
year-old Christeena Constible, who was under Swanney’s
care to get help with her addiction to heroin. 

A coroner’s inquest in January 2002, determined Con-
stible's death was “accidental,” brought about by an over-
dose of methadone and prescription drugs. 

The inquest jury made 16 recommendations, which
included better record-keeping, consultation with mental
health specialists, access to Pharmanet to check a patient's
drug use and to end the practice of recycling therapeutic
drugs, something Swanney admitted he did with Constible. 

Abbotsford Times

LAW AND ORDER

I  RICHMOND I

Lineman’s signing means 
no school board byelection

Taxpayers in Richmond can heave a sigh of
relief. 

Football offensive lineman Bobby Singh has
come to terms with the B.C. Lions for a four-
year deal, which means he’ll also be sticking
around as a Richmond school trustee. 

Singh was elected last November and had
recently stated he was willing to resign as
trustee if he moved to a different team. 

His new contract is good news for Rich-
mond taxpayers because there’s no longer the
concern of fronting the tab for a byelection
to find a replacement. 

“It’s unfortunate that I had to say that I
would resign off the school board, but that
was definitely just a negotiation ploy,” said
Singh. “I know what a problem a byelection
can cause. 

“I knew deep down inside what was going
to happen. My family knew that this was [part
of] my negotiations,” he said. 

Richmond News

I  ABBOTSFORD I

New collegiate only school of its
kind in Canada, principal says
When Abbotsford Collegiate opens in

September, principal Bill MacGregor says
it’ll be the dawn of a new era in education. 

From a soccer academy to a visual and
performing arts program, a trades and
technology track, and a university prepa-
ration academy, MacGregor says never
before has Canada seen a school so full of
opportunities for kids. 

“This is the only model of its kind in
Canada ... bringing together the best
research and putting it into one place.” 

Abbotsford Collegiate students will
begin in Grades 9 and 10 to focus on the
general direction they’d like to take, and
continue narrowing their goal until Grade
12. After Grade 10, students will have the
option of one of six academies: university
preparation; technology; trades; visual and
performing arts; integrated studies; and
sport and human performance. 

Abbotsford Times

I  OCEAN SHORES, WASH. I

High winds expose once-buried
hulk of S.S. Catala

A ship that carried loggers and miners,
housed visitors to the 1962 Seattle World’s
Fair and served as a charter fishing base
before it was grounded in a storm is emerg-
ing from a sand dune like a ghost unearthed
by a howling wind.

The once-buried hulk of the S.S. Catala
was first exposed by erosion in the winter
of 2002 and was further uncovered Feb. 4
by high winds and seas that rearranged
beaches at Damon Point State Park located
on the Ocean Shores Peninsula in Wash-
ington state, said Ranger Jim Schmidt and
local historians. A dramatic shift of the sand
on the Protection Island spit uncovered
about 100 feet of the hull maybe four or five
feet deep, Schmidt said. Hundreds of peo-
ple have crunched through the sand since
then to take a look at the shipwreck. The
corroding rust is part of an evolving sculp-
ture with sand, carved by wind and water.

Associated Press

I WESTCOAST BY THE NUMBERS I

Biodiversity unparalleled in Canada 
British Columbia supports the greatest diversity of plants and
mammals of any province in Canada. And B.C. boasts greater
numbers of some of those animals than anywhere else in the world.

VANCOUVER SUNSOURCE: BC STATS

T H E  D A I L Y S P E C I A L

IS ON TIME

Our rookie MPs – what’s it like to be a newbie on Parliament Hill?

Canada Line, anticipated construction schedule
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A truck carrying concrete
(left) backs into the second
section of a cut-and-cover
tunnel that will run up Cambie
Street. The tunnel is being
lined with reinforced concrete
to stabilize the walls. 
Workers (below) lay the
concrete reinforcing bar that
will form the bed of the new
cut-and-cover tunnel under
Cambie Street. 

B.C. has 

50 % of the 

blue grouse, 

60 % of the 

mountain goats, 

75 % of the 

world's stone sheep, 

25 %
of the bald eagles,

50 % of the

trumpeter
swans,

and 

25 %
of the
grizzly 
bears. 


