by Mark Mallet
contributing writer

Southeast False Creek isn't
much to look at these days: a
rusting old barge clings to
life on the dilapidated waterfront, the dreary, litter-
strewn vollevball courts of “Urban Beach” cozy up to
the semi-abandoned Cambie Yard, and the odd dump
truck carries loads of fill across a vacant lot.

Along a section of chain-link fence, mounted pho-
tographs of industrial scenes—the Cambie Works
Yard Photographic Project—mark the city’s effort to
celebrate the area’s working-class heritage. But for
anyone who has the misfortune of walking along the
seawall between Monks Grill and Science World,
those photographs do nothing to conceal the fact that

Southeast False Creek—located on the south side of

False Creek between Mam and Cambie—is, to put it

Luckily, all that is abour to change. If all goes ac-
cording to plan, Southeast False Creek wall soon be-
come a 21st-century village of environmentally friend-

ly buildings, community vegetable patches full of

chatty neighbours, and parks that are home to actal
wildlife. All this a stone’s throw {from d(:v.ntm\ n. By
all accounts, it would be one of the m Orwi
thinking urban communiues in North America, a Lmd
of beacon for the rest of the conunent—and the
world—to follow. That s, if the ¢itv's planners and ar-
chitects have their way.
“I don't think vou'll find anvwhere in the world thac
g to do as much as we are,” says lan Smuth, se-
nior pl.m_m:r with Central Area Planmm{
Continued on page 4

All eyes are on

plans to transform

Southeast False
Creek into a
model sustainable
community, but
are the lofty goals
realistic?




aded uo panunuod

nuapsar J0) 9fqeidad
Je JUSIXD UE 01 [I0s pIjeu
(uretod s eaze 3 dn ueap
1 Butaey jo0u £q Asuow
ags Au3 911 p[rosm Ajuo Jou
sada nay uy puepied o
2wy sa1ze o1qnd 543310
S[E 1SEAPNOY JO (S [E
AEY 01 siead 103 Bupnoue]
53¢ SABY 1UBSE3[] IUNOTA
unnoquieu o sepl
$21 ‘puey su0 2 U "pPImy]
1 Juisnoy jo sad4r aeym
0j aaea] A suondo 1pad)
) ‘apraosd sou yred arow
L uswdo(assp [enuap
1531 i 2oeds yred soue
16Q 01 BuIdn st yimm pus)
ued 01 pey ey sueeniod
we sisuuegid A sasIea

0JIUOD UIBUT B JO 2U()
¢annaead
11 UES IBY] SI0P 18YM INY
L1031 UT [NJIDPUOA SPITOY
Cswjsdsona  (eqord  pue
EI0| JO TRIESY DYl SB [[am
e SOIUINWIUIGD 811 JO Y[eaY
IWGUO3d  PUE  [BLIOS A1
dupueyua pue Funasioxd
[Ty 1X3}u0d TWeqIn §31 ol
s1erdanm [, 1Y) Ayun
wesy © se poogaoqudeu
S[(EUIEISNS  YaauTy  s[efd
SESUIN0S  SY)  PayLIdsap
nepd Juswidoppasp 154y 8y T,
31e@ap ssualul Jo 3aalgms
) S1 IRaamoy Y] YOO

14 S3UIp|ING 35013 IBYAA
“JE2A 1X0T S8 A]183 S
sdeyiad ‘1u00s wsas widaq
[[I4 (133115 UIEY pue 539
~oN{) U2aMI3(q PUE ‘sanuaae
puz pue Is] Udamiaqg) 321
as|e;] ISELAINOE JO SUONDS
aearrd a4} uo UONINDSUEY
“£007 Ui uidag 03 pampans
si—ou0d  are  sordwdjy
ayp 1aye Jusnoy [enusp
-1521 03Ul PAIIAALIOD 3G [[Tas
gorgu—adel|ly SOV

Y1 JO UOMIILSUOD ‘U]
“PERP IOZ 213 O SUEYJ
Jpood e
[[& Hoo] Luos 4317, ‘I2419p
0} s[rej uaLy pue uawdopPa
-ap ofqeutesns e sasiuioid
Hp s gy os8unp o
IN0 JEIUS 01 JPLEY U FEW
yBuar ey eare A 03 sTO
-03 & uniq pnos sorduid[(y
oY 1., ‘sdes ‘Guiuuerd 49217y
35[E 1SEIINOS UL Paajoa
-ut sdneld (21308 pue [EIUaW
-UOIIAUD JO UODIEOD € JO
JOIRUIPLO0D ‘UIMI] Uyo[ §Y
3217y 3|8 ISEIPINGS 30§
Sunp pool e are sordud[y
sy sarde—suepd ardwL[()
s z9ancates jo satoddnsun
£][erauaf—s218304pE [E1I0S
PUE [EIUBIIUOIIAUS UIA]
Jpaemaoy uerd
ap Jupaow ur, dray Jolew
© se 3317) 3S[e] 1SEAYIN0OG
Y21 1uRuRajoaut sordwg|)
ayy  seas a0y ‘sad
-ued Bupnd su se Apqe
-ULBISNS JBIUSLIUOILAUS PUE
[E0§ 2NUOU033 63 paniiu
—I63 mmL OmDN .HUPZ.OU_.HNHV
ASNEIN UYL UMOILMOP
311 01 350> 05 ‘Fumas Juoy
-13)eA € 0 3A0U ATUNUIUIOS
ajqeureisns e ul [$31], 0107
13A002UEBA 10} JOIIP SUOL
—epiuniuiod unoe ‘ealol)
weg sdes sty oy a8y
-[lA $I[YIE UE USIS 13400
seq] sauseny ordwdj) 2y 1,
L
oy proye jued  sardwd[Q
sjqeuteisng, 213 pastwoid
1w AR @ ‘sou wox
s1ead XI8 J2AN0IUEA UO STI0J
<1 paUnsSIp plIoMm o1t Jo 5343
i yugy Tead ydg o
payony sey 1sloxd ay Jue
-U23 1511 s3uaidolaaap smau
s se preoq uo sardwd(g
0107 2P P ‘MoN
“otjod oup eapr ayp and

[1UN02 312yl 661 [BUL Ju
-SEA 31I0q ‘g | U padiawd
uzpc .,_.ﬂusﬁ_a:unwu—u m_ﬁ_—wﬁmwu
1183 —U—,HO_.E ¥ SE CQEWQM«U

- 18208 241 JO] B3Pl Yy,

1s0dmag vegq wogd

“158] 21D aq 01 APy
2281 H007 313 yim ased s
J0 Bump B 3 UoOS [JLa ‘$33%
vare St A1apoe a1 Afuo
a3 ‘Apul UOs[O]y A udaj]

L"95101 3} at0jaq

e ayy Ind Koy -uejd yeyy v pey Kaiy Jeyy [sa1oe jo] soquinu
ayy Aaqjod ojuf 3nd Aenjoe pue ueid pame)y e Jooj |}ouUney,,
om: E ugjsap ueqn jo ._cmm&o:_ Eﬁw_mmu ‘aapeq _om__u:z

Jead a1 Jo Yol 10} pauop
-ueqe A[[enua SIS (paumo
Amead a3 so1de (g
§ AIUNUNLOD 2IMIDY 22 JO
() 9317y 38]L ] ISEALINOS JO
1red pawmo-A a3 a3 2y
01 Furduyy qns sspnsipul
mc ME—;—NL E .qolﬁ UQUUNU .‘.%N—u
-7, sBupling umopuit pue
0§ PRIRUILEINOD  pUIY3q
Sursea] seaddesip 01 uedaq
SIUEUZ] —ﬂm.;w—.mm.:h_ SEQIE U_.:
‘II FeAAL PTIOAA 19y Ing
"uL Paf[Iy sea ysiew
[P plo 21 A1q £q g pred
sqdom aqad 5410 243 wo
1oresaurour afeqaed ueld ®
U342 PUE SISNOYIEM ‘ANUID
UOIINGIISIP Jjes e ‘sau0)
-aey Gusromperzw *(andwyg
ysnuig a1 ut pred Suippmg
-diys 1sadie] oy Susnoy
2wl ato 1k) spred Furpfing
-diys *sanIpnog sfiumes o
SWI0Y SUEDIY J2IT) 3S[8q
seaInog  Ainiuan wau
33 Ima() Ansnpur daesy
sAu3 sy Jo yomw 13en
-1 3 uedoq B3IE Y SQOKT
P atp ur Bundels ang
ANUAAY IS MOU 51 3EYM
IE3U SBM AUNAI0YS [RUISH0
91y oe] U[ "uolues pue
‘asasd ‘amaeaq ‘qa I89) ur
-pRpPUT SpIpis JO SPUB |[E
01 WO Y *gsIBWL [BPH & Sem 1]
"pue] AIp USAD LUSEM HI217)
95|E) 1SEIPINOE JO  ISOW
‘0fe s1ead paipuny om,
suod
-19PUN SE1] BaLe 33 SHOPEW
-Jojsuen) dewesp jo Jurns
B U 1§218| 9 ST 3g pjnos
1 dArear e sswoasq A
SJUTLLIUIOY (RENNVT S04 4T

o OIS L0

2543 PUY HITAGIIT)
ADFHLITEDL

PUE D3faL Saquianiay
FULONITL “FHLOTLTL ‘anedHI

m.&_chuc. mQ_m

pue Loy aqi sptun-ay

SONLTLLOL

ARD JJPLINAH0T ST DT,
eaIp
313 Aaauos 0) Anasod jo s1ad
~cus pasn ‘Aepyy 158 pased|2s
a1 vefg weurdo|aadc
[EILO) 21 JO UOISIFA 1811
SY1 3Byl N{DAI) Isjeg sEd
-[InGE 30 UOISTA 3Y3 SI DS

-teapt A[dururiemizeay o§
‘(UL
-aambal 10 1ad g7 jEUWLION
ay o1 paaedmioz) sar[iure)
10 )mq g syun Jusnoy
a1 jo juan 1ad ¢¢ 3Byl UCH
-endns g pue syuawaambal
jeunioy s A1 a1 Jo 221s A
apquop s1eys yied e sHu)
Jo anuan 3 ul 3y e
s1wiley € ‘sawol §5)doad
30 2ouBIsIp BUDjjes Lyila
§]001D$ PUE $2404BD Y3tm 41
~[IQRUTBISTIS [BII0S JO [2POLU
B aq [[a YR217) 3s[e 18D
—yaneg sadoy A2 o1 ‘uaasd

Bupq asnl puodsq ang
Anend [epluattuGs
-IAUS 100PUL PUE ULNI3[RS
s[eizaiEwL Souspyye diaua
‘sgulses 1osesm ‘ususdopaa
-ap 2018 2[qewelsns saziseyd
-3 JEY) UI3ISAS UONEDTNIFD
Buipping usaad paseq-¢y
Hudsa] [EIUDUIUOIIAULY
pue AF1auy W dysopea])
ﬁHmm‘l._” h..u..w:m, (8] _.m._.—C,.w_r_OU
0} 2)15 31[ U SIUAHUGORAP
e swadxe L1 o “spapas

-wayy sBuappmng sy ao) sy
“BUGIPO[RA B UL
$OUR] H| DLOUI PUB JHUYILD
~uSe weqan 10§ 53118 ‘punoid
Sy UL Heos 03 IdleAUIES
Mo[[E 01 1usumaed 3R
-1ad ‘sardajens uonealasuod
1en pue AZisus sapnpa
-uL HORIT) AS[E ISEIYINOG

HOM —.—Cﬁm..r.w m __.S_U UL M
T a3ed woyy panupuo)

¥9919) as|e4 }seayinos 10} w::: woow e meEmm aaige sonuo saldwf|Q uaAl



g eged uo panupjuoy

e 0) pue] jo speored adre] ano fuy
~PueEy ‘35D 2ARTNSIUNLIPE JO 29es
31 JOf GONEAOUUI ML) FDYLIIES
Aew [UNOY sIEY) ‘aU0 10§ ‘Uop
-uoDy *A113 3 WOI} Pou [ENIUIAD
a1 338 |1 saruedwod Ayon] yorgm
pue ‘syoenuos Suippng jo wopn
-senb 3y os[e sa1ey | Juswdoea
-ap 243 Fuddop Asupsonuod Luo
3U) 10U ST M¥V4 THL 40 ITIS 9H[,

» uaddey o1 3mod
531 ‘'op 01 3ujod a1,5m Jeym sIey |,
seale Fuiurenral ey uo  As
-uap 1248y 238210 01 sary [|Im LD
A ynsa1 B sy cpueped oq o1
eaJge yeyl jo uonicd sjqezs e siuem
U deyy Aprespy Ass uaxods sey
Ao 3y, ‘paajoauy saprjod
2y} jo 31BmE Jjam st ‘Aoaod our
nd seam qied 319e-pg7 o1 udYm
WY Ul JUsem OYa 'SIMOT pucur
-fey I0j[dUNGY A JualInn
‘Sjuapisal AqIeall Auew
Yw rendodun {mwuanxs ss0xd
A ppos e uondo ue s
‘1§ paresadsexa Jurpunos ‘syse
3Y ¢SIIIB 97 PUE $IIB 77 USOM)
-2q BUIIANP AT SIBIAA,, ‘DILIET]
o1 Jurproase yred jo same omay
oy uesw Y3 3y no Jursney
ayz peaids pue vate yied [p101 213
ma 03 2q pros FUISROY asU-prw
puE -a0| yiw 3010 op 03 Lem {[uo

oy ‘syun Furpamp Qpg‘z 30 (8ol su
UIERE 01 ST AN DY) JI ‘19A3MOT]

. '3582 Jo 22185p 1a1ea1d onur &
1314 SFUBYD 03 J[3SIT SPUS[ If I5NED
-3¢ I3[ 210 §31 PUY "$S0] 163
UOTI5AUOI JO PUP] dwres a1} 3ad

3202nol ueq wogd

1,UCp 004 25T1EISY 183Y O} I3ISED §1T
put ‘ppng v 1adesys ‘spgeureisns
azow  ApuasIsyup st uswdo
-[249p as1-mo, “saside Yuswdo
-[2a5p a]qeuIEIsns Uy Ladxa pue 1os

-sa301d g ® ‘vopuor) Yorneyd

«"S50]

Jeay uoI32aAUDI JO PP JwIes ay) }37 3, 0P Nok ASNEIDY JEal} 0} JI|SEI § )
pue ‘piing 0} 1adeays ‘spqeuje)sns eaow Aualayu) s| juawdolaaap IsEme,
Juelwdojaasp ajqeL|elsns y| Jiadxe pue :ossajord HFM) B ‘Uopuos Yapyed

P ]
G
g
P
L
5w
a0
P

i

g

« T8 4q japour 1saq
oy} s1 {[spou asnoyumol 1] K
-MUWIWOD SUNEIID JO SULIA UT puy
alqay Araa ardoyy, -avire
sdes  ‘as[qeuresns  Ajqipaiour
S1E—S3ENOY MOI-—SISTOYUMOT |
R G
310U 2JB SAIMISNIS $L-pLUI PUe
astI-mo] yHnoys usas ‘sSurppng
sst-yfiy ping o) ssadopaasp
Bumiog ‘pue[ paumo-£310 Gunuew
-31 a3 uo syun Funemp pOs'z
pue wawdoasap jo 123) arenbs
uoliiu 77 SUIpuRHIdp A{snoau
-ey[neuts sp A3 S 18 S1 ‘oL
1 dupioane ‘uwwgoad ayj,
AT
a1 3102 3en a1 ind Aoy | cued
e Ut pey A9 1E1 [saane Ja] 1aq
-k 3y) Arjod oaur md Ajemoe
pue uejd pasme e 300 [pUnOT
1sload sy ur uo Aues Apa £
-jod oaur ind sea Joquinu ey T,
“DAIS
-saaxa st Juawisambal ame-pg7
Y3 SjuIYI SF] YIAITy IS[E] 1SED
-jneg 103 suefd saneuraje inoj
yua dn Juiaion isisaures amus
ue uads isul saryq sIUspmis ajen
-prad osoys 1yg 18 udsap uegun
Jo 1ossa301d quelsisse ue ‘anize
[PEYDI JO M3l 31 sl
‘apgedie)sns
0§ puUnos 3 Uussop Jied uegin jue
|_..m B .EU—-C—.—,A Bjo Ma .ULUF_H.—EA:—.E_“

a3 o) BONAJ[od 3OW PUE 2I10W
Jumsads ‘orfjen up sead & sinoy
jo spaipuny duipuads ‘dep Lioan
FI0m 0} INUNIOD U} [Jim UYL
ju fRqunu 38Ie] ¥ squngns 3y
o1 Ajanfi] “Aese 12410y asowW 03 Ing
axtoyd ou aaey 4o ‘Jred yoed
B O30T PALLINT SI 51E1SD [BII UEGID JO
qunyd swid b 31 pue ‘aIayMIL0S
aal] 01 2sey odoad asoy |y
w22 1ad
g’z Moqe Jo sier yimoid enuue ue
su Jurard ‘eaze 1aanodues 1IN
213 01 saow apdoad inojy Impous
U335 et Jnoy 41343 ‘steod g ised
3 1240y ‘Funnoog st uonemdod
sdsanodues 18 ST woqosd aygy
JM.EQ ueqan 330y e s J{riey puy
01 paey 531 asuepd 151y Je a[ngs
JTeamjod,, Afaand
sea szed onug saxoe oyqud (g ap jo
$'9z Fuiddoym e uinl o) yospap
6661 §]PUNOD 1B puk ‘ssanoid
Fup{ew-UoIsIdan oyl ur INSSI ue
A[pIvy Sem (108 PIIBUIUILIUGD )
dn Buueaps jo 1502 213 sdes ‘sz
~15G 21E3SH [BaY S ISANOIUEA JO IO]
~23.11p ‘puepIely sorugf 1ngp -opdoad
puesnoyt 3ad sowe g7z jo [eod
HEI2A0 54113 DY) JO PIL B UL S859]
—Aw sy up sonel yed eudes aad
159M0] AY3 JO U0 sel) Apunuos
1Y ey RY oyl dof dn ayew
Pnos yied sase-gg sy ang ‘Huuoz
G aded woiy panupuon

SUISNOY Mo 3[qeule)sns alow 1940 pou 338 sasu YSiy sueaw aoeds yied Sig

19A09D

§ H3ILUNOD HIANCGINVA THL +O0¢ HIBT AHVNNYI "AVANAS



cover

Completed project will face high expectations

Continued from page 5

handful of “really big players” instead

of a variety of smaller companies. “The
bigger [the companies] are, the more
conservative I think their view is” and
the less likely they are to produce
groundbreaking work. In other words,
the more money a company has at stake,
the greater the likelihood that they’ll
want to stick with wried-and-true con-
cepts.

Larice shares Conden’s concern. He
worries thar farge-scale developers may
tur: the area into a housing project in-
stead of 2 community, and argues the city
would be better advised to create smaller
parcels of land, with smaller developers
building on each one. “If you want a sta-
ble community that actually functons as
a neighbourhood within a city, rather
than a superblock developent, you're
going to have to go that way.”

According to Larice, not only would
the small-parcel development medel
create a more liveable, innovative com-
munity, it would provide econotnic hen-
efits. “Each of these parcels could be
built by a different builder and an archi-
tect., You're spreading out the sconom-
ic opportunity over a wider varicty of
players.”

City planner Tan Smith is net con-
vinced, He recendy visited some new de-
velopments in Amsterdarn, in which cach
block bad been parceled out to as many as
eight to 10 different developers. Al-
though he encountersd some innovative
projects, he also noted that having so
many developers made it difficult o co-
ordinate, *We certainly agree that there
is some benefit o breaking down the
scale, allowing more people to partid-

“ISoutheast False
Creek] is an important
piece of the puzzle in
moving forward. Not
Just to change what’s
done on this site, but for

all of Vancouver.”
—City planner Karis Hiebert
L

pale, encouraging more innovalve
things,” but the cry also bas to be pract-
cal. In Amsterdam, he says, “They've
come to realize that maybe about four
Idevelopers] per block is manageable.”

In a project Like Southeast False Creek,
it’s almost inevitable thar reality and ideal-
ism will clash. The boron: line, accord-
ing to Smith and fellow planner Karis
Hiebert, is that the neighbourhood must
become a model that turure develop-
menis can acrually follow. And that
means they need to create somnething that
is not only socially and environmentally
sustainable, but also cconowically viable.
“[Southeast False Creek] is an important
picce of the puzele in moving forward,”
says Hicbert. “Not just to change whatk
done on this site, but for all of Vancou-
ver.,” i

Whatever form Southeast False Creek
eventually takes, one thing Is cerwin:
thanks to the Olymnpics, it will be scrur-
mizedd perhaps ore than any other resi-

dential development project in the city’s
history. As Smith and Hiebert readily ad-
mit, when you promise 2 “model sustain-
able development,” you're practically de-
manding that scrutiny.

Asked if they’re worried that the reality
might not live up to expectadons, Hiebert
explains that it’s simply a matter of aiming
as high as they can, then hoping thart the
polidcal will is there to see the plans
through. “We want to be bold enough in
our aspiradons that even if... we're slight-
ly below that, it’s sdll going to be a vesy
innovative piece of worls,”

Furtunately for Hiebert and Siith, al-
most L:\'t':ryollc‘ ElgTCCS thdl Cred lillg 4
model sustainable urban comumunity is a
good 1dea in principle. And Vancouver,
perbaps more than any other cty in
North America, is perfectly posidoned 1o
make that vision a reality. After all, the
city is teeming with sustainability experts,
and with projects like STU% Univerigy,
an on-campus sustainable conununicy;
Surrey’s East Clayton, a huge environ-
mental step up from conventional subdi-
visions; and UTBC planned sustainability
research centre on Great Northern Way,
the city is fast becoming a world-
renowned centre of sustainable urban de-
veloprent.

With any luck, 16 years from now
Southeast False Creek will have added 1o
that reputation.

8.8 3

The next round of public consultations
tor the Southeast False Creek project is
scheduled for the end of February. Tor
more information, check out the City of
Vaneouver’s web site: www.cityvancou-
verbe.cassefe, or call city planner Karis
Hieberr ar 604-871-6066.7



