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By JOEL MCKAY & WI STAFF 

wieditor@biv.com 

Recently, Western Investor 
profiled Port Edward in 
northwest British Colum-

bia, a town apparently snatched 
from ghost town status by the 
imminent arrival of liquefied 
natural gas (LNG) developments.

But at least two other northern 
B.C. towns could also be revived 
by giant energy projects.

One of these is Kitsault, also on 
the northwest coast, where the 
proposed Kitsault Energy Ltd.’s 
LNG project may be built. 

In recent years Kitsault has be-
come an Internet phenomenon 
and attraction: a wholly intact 
g host tow n i n B.C.’s remote 
northwest that was abandoned 
the year M*A*S*H went off the 
air.

Here’s a Kitsault recap for the 
uninitiated: the town was built in 
the late 1970s to serve the nearby 
Amax Inc. molybdenum mine.

Moly prices crashed in 1982-83, 
and the mine was shuttered.

The town’s 1,000-or-so resi-
dents were told to leave by Hal-
loween 1983.

Because the company owned 
the homes, practically everything 
was left behind.

W hen Vi rg i n ia m i l l iona i re 
Krishnan Suthanthiran bought 
the town sight unseen for ap-
proximately $7 million in 2005, 
he wanted to turn it into a world-
class health and wellness resort. 

He has renamed the town Chan-
dra Krishnan Kitsault – “Heaven 
on Earth.”

The town is nestled among the 
Coast Mountains along the d 
waters of Alice Arm and boasts 
90 homes, 150 apartments, a mall 
and recreation centre with pool, 
hospital, pub and curling rink.

It’s also fully serviced by BC 
Hydro.

Suthanthiran hired caretakers 
who wiped away two decades of 
neglect. Ten years later, the care-
takers and grounds crew are still 
at it, mowing lawns and cleaning 
tree-lined suburban streets in 
front of empty homes.

The sensation of being trans-
ported back in time is strength-
ened as you walk inside Kitsault’s 
homes and buildings. The homes 
still carry the faintly mournful 

autumn palette of the early 1980s 
– dark oranges, harvest golds and 
olive greens. The library is clean 
and the books neatly ordered. The 
brown veneer check-stands in the 
grocery store don’t show a single 
nick or scratch.

This incomparable time cap-
sule, severed from the world for 
33 years, could potentially be 
transformed into an LNG export 
terminal.

To a certain degree, it makes 
perfect sense. Kitsault has the 
infrastructure in place to support 
a large workforce and access to a 
deep-water port.

It’s a lso relatively close to 
northeast B.C.’s gas-rich Horn 
River and Montney basins and is 
right in line with Spectra Energy 
and BG Group’s proposed West-
coast Connector pipeline.

Suthanthiran hopes Kitsault 
Energy can pull the partners 
together to bring the project to 
life and, perhaps, bring people 
back to Kitsault.

Yet, according to the caretakers,
there is no shortage of people who
want to visit Kitsault – and not
because of LNG.

The University of Northern Brit-
ish Columbia now offers a popular
tourism course that takes visitors
– for a $3,600 fee – to experience
Kitsault and other ghost towns.

Anyox power play 
About 30 miles north of Kitsault
is the once booming mining town
of Anyox that, in 1914, was pow-
ered by its own hydroelectric dam
until the copper ran out and the
town of 3,000 was shut down
and shuttered up. The town was
nearly destroyed by a forest fire
decades later.

But now a patient entrepreneur
hopes to revive the water-access-
only ghost town by leaning on
the old hydro dam as the power
source. 

Anyox Hydro Electric Corp.
(AHEC) CEO Jeff Wolrige says
Anyox could become a world-
class port. 

A H EC a nd its backers ow n
about 2,500 acres around the
abandoned mining town and are
trying to restart the two dams
that they say are capable of pro-
ducing 45 megawatts of power. 

Wolrige is confident that Anyox
will someday be home to a thriv-
ing hydroelectric power project.
Like Suthanthiran, he’s willing
to be patient.

“I think what you have to look
at is they’re long-term plays.” ■
- With files from Times Colonist
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BLIND BAY - ANSTEY ARM
SHUSHWAP, BC

■  Two 40,000 S/F waterfront lots, fully
serviced, ready to build your dream home

www.2449blindbay.com $1.5M EACH
■  175 acres, being subdivided into 4 parcels.

Lot A Anstey Arm - semi waterfront.
www.ansteyarm.ca  $1,700,000

POINT GREY DEVELOPMENT SITE
■  2615 Trimble at 10th, 60’ x 122’ rectangular

lot, FSR 3.29. Buildable 24,072 S/F, zoning
C-2, includes all plans and permits     $7.68M

■  695 s/f, 40 seat award winning boutique restaurant
and bar in the heart of downtown Vancouver’s trendy 
west end neighbourhood.  $199,000

LOLITA’S RESTAURANT

CAMBIE ST DEVELOPMENT SITE
■ 5110 Cambie Street - Q.E. Park is in your backyard!
■ 62 x 126 corner lot FSR 2.6
■ 20,000 s/f buildable on 6 storeys
■ Can build 8 townhouses and 9 condos selling at

over $900 per s/f
■ Steps to new SkyTrain station
6717000.com/5110cambie $5,988,000
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Leasing - Jennifer Devlin  604.616.0744 
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OFFER PENDING NEW / FOR SALE

Find Out If Your Business Meets The Guidelines For BC’s New Immigration Program!

INDUSTRIAL
PROPERTY
FOR SALE

IN COVETED
NORTH

VANCOUVER

FOR SALE
719 West 2nd Street

Prime lot  just off
Marine Drive in

North Vancouver

SOLD

JJ’S Pub in Campbell River
Excellent Investment 
building for sale
in downtown 
Campbell River. 
Land and building 
for sale only - no 
liquor license.
Long-term tenant in 

place. Zoning designated C1-B, Commercial One B.

NEW/FOR SALE

Campbell River Hotel
This hotel has great 
potential and is
currently being 
renovated. The bar 
and restaurant are 
ready to go. Great for 
Immigration Program 
as you could fi x it up 

and hire 11+ employees while making great income.

FOR SALE

Painting & Restoration Business
The construction 
business is thriving! 
This painting and 
restoration business 
is PNP Qualifi ed. 
Contracts are 
primarily in Lower 
Mainland - many 

confi rmed contracts for 2016!

NEW/FOR SALE
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